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W E LCO M E

With all best wishes, we welcome you to the Belfry Theatre, and wish you a happy and 
healthy 2019. 

Having played to great acclaim in Edmonton, Calgary, Toronto, and Vancouver, we are thrilled to 
be presenting Matthew MacKenzie’s Bears on the stage of our Patrick Stewart Theatre.  

Any piece of theatre that contains ideas is to some extent political, and we hope that a lot of 
the work we produce at the Belfry engenders discussion and debate. Bears is a piece of theatre 
that describes itself as “unapologetically political”. It presents a singular perspective on one of 
Canada’s most contentious issues; it argues on behalf of, and gives voice to, the very land on 
which we live and the creatures that inhabit it. Bears aims to create dialogue about capitalism, 
industry, and traditional Indigenous territories.

We celebrate the magic with which this story is put onstage. We congratulate Matthew, Monica 
Dottor and their collaborators on the enormous success of the production. We applaud the 
performances and the unique interaction between artists of different disciplines. And we 
welcome so many new artists the Belfry, and rejoice to see returning artists Tracey Nepinak (The 
Rez Sisters), Monica Dottor (The Middle Place), Erin Voaklander (A Christmas Carol) and T. Erin 
Gruber (Home is a Beautiful Word).  

As the Belfry strives to create a more meaningful relationship with the Indigenous community 
and our Indigenous colleagues across the country, this production of Bears is an important step 

in that journey, and our journey with all of our audiences.
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In 1841, my Chapan (Cree for Great 

Grandmother) Kîsîskacîwan (Cree for 

Saskatchewan) passed through the 

Edmonton region. For three days, as 

her party stocked up on supplies, she 

sat by the North Saskatchewan – her 

namesake, which she had not seen for 

many years, and cried. An Englishman 

recorded in his account of the journey 

that Kîsîskacîwan had “the same 

veneration for the North Saskatchewan as 

those of the Hindu faith do for the Ganges.” It 

is this historical account that led my Grandfather, 

Alberta author Vern Wishart, to embark on a journey 

of discovery about our family’s Cree, Ojibwe, and Métis heritage that had been 

hidden from him by his father due to the endemic racism of the time. This journey of 

discovery has been continued by my mother, filmmaker Beth Wishart MacKenzie, and 

is one I wanted to continue when I sat down to write this play. 

I am deeply grateful for the guidance, support and teaching Christine Sokaymoh 

Frederick and Cree Elders Jerry Saddleback and Jo-Ann Saddleback have generously 

offered me as I have endeavoured to learn about and engage with my Indigenous 

heritage.

This run of Bears at the Belfry is dedicated to Nikki and Bruce MacKenzie, who were 

incredible supporters and believers in this theatre and in myself as a writer. 

Matthew MacKenzie

Matthew MacKenzie   Playwright/Director

Edmonton playwright Matt MacKenzie (Métis) is Artistic 

Producer of Punctuate! Theatre, as well as the founder and 

an Artistic Associate with Pyretic Productions. This past year, 

Bears won Doras for Outstanding New Play and Outstanding 

Production, was named a co-winner of the Toronto Theatre 

Critics Outstanding New Canadian Play Award and won the 

Playwright Guild of Canada’s Carol Bolt National Playwriting 

Award. Matt is thrilled to have Bears up at the Belfry, where his 

grandparents Nikki and Bruce took him to see fantastic theatre 

since he was a kid!

FROM THE PLAY WRIGHT/
DIRECTOR

Photo by Alexis McKeown



The Belfry Theatre is a registered Canadian charity, 11921 5549 RR0001.

The Belfry Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres,  
Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce and the Professional Arts Alliance of Greater Victoria.

public funders

THE BELFRY THEATRE PRESENTS 

An Alberta Aboriginal Performing Arts and Punctuate! Theatre Production

Bears
by Matthew MacKenzie

S TA R R I N G 

Sheldon Elter   Floyd
Tracey Nepinak   Mama

Shammy Belmore   Chorus

Karina Cox   Chorus

Skye Demas   Chorus

Lara Ebata   Chorus and Dance Captain

Zoë Glassman   Chorus

Kendra Shorter Chorus

Gianna Vacirca   Chorus, She Grizzly and Vocal Coach

Playwright and Director   Matthew MacKenzie

Choreographer   Monica Dottor

Stage Manager  Erin Voaklander

Electronic Composition   Noor Dean Musani

Environmental Designer   T. Erin Gruber

Environmental Design Assistant   Madi Blondal

Costume Design  Monica Dottor and Brianna Kolybaba

Associate Director   Patrick Lundeen

Apprentice Stage Manager   Becca Jorgensen

Production Manager and Technical Director   Trent Crosby

Artistic Producer   Christine Sokaymoh Frederick

Indigenous Liaison  Doreen Cardinal

Associate Producer   Sheiny Satanove

Tour Manager  Krista Lin

Bears is approximately 80 minutes in length with no intermission.

Sheldon Elter’s role is generously supported by  
a donation from Michelle and Stephen Brown.

SEASON SPONSORSBEARS IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY





Sheldon Elter   Floyd

Sheldon is so excited to be a bear again. His credits include Evangeline 

(Citadel Theatre/Charlotte Town Festival), Crazy For You, Alice Through 

The Looking Glass, One Man, Two Guvnors, Julius Caesar, A Prairie Boy’s 

Winter and Vimy (Citadel Theatre), The Crackwalker (Kill Your Television), 

Tartuffe, The Sound of Music, Enron (National Arts Centre), L’Homme de 

la Mancha (L’Unithéâtre), Hroses: An Affront to Reason (Maggie Tree), 

NEVERMORE (Catalyst Theatre), Hair The Musical, Shear Madness, The 

25th Annual Putnam Spelling Bee, The Buddy Holly Story and The Full 

Monty (Mayfield Dinner Theatre). TV credits: Hank Williams’ First Nation 

(APTN), Hell On Wheels (AMC). He is the co-star, writer, and co-executive 

producer on Delmer and Marta and CAUTION: May Contain.

Tracey Nepinak   Mama

Tracey is a Cree (with a smidge of Scot) actor, currently living in 

the largest urban reserve in Canada, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Tracey 

has worked as a professional actor since 1993. Recent theatre and 

film credits include the world premiere of Honour Beat (Rae Anna) 

for Theatre Calgary, the world premiere of A Short History of Crazy 

Bone (Crazy Bone) for Theatre Projects Manitoba, Antony & Cleopatra 

(Cleopatra), Burden of Truth (Rose) Eaglevision, Romeo & Juliet (Lord/

Lady Capulet) and Richard lll (Mad Margaret) for Shakespeare in the 

Ruins, and The Rez Sisters (Philomena Moosetail) for the Belfry.

Shammy Belmore   Chorus

Shammy is a performer born and trained in Edmonton. Graduating 

from Victoria School of the Arts in 2016 Shammy quickly jumped into 

work with Toy Guns Dance Theatre, the Citadel young acting company, 

as well as continuing to create art for the Edmonton fringe and 

Expanse festivals throughout the years. Coming from both Indigenous 

and Simolian backgrounds, they are very passionate about art that 

represents and protects the cultures they identify with. Shammy is 

very excited to be presenting this important and unique piece with 

Punctuate! Theatre.

Karina Cox   Chorus

Karina is an actor, singer, dancer, and arts educator based in Edmonton, 

Alberta. She is so grateful to be working alongside such incredible 

artists on this beautiful and relevant show. Karina has performed 

with the Citadel Theatre, Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Plain Jane Theatre, 

Northern Light Theatre, Theatre Yes, Teatro la Quindicina, and the 

Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. She is a graduate of MacEwan 

University’s Theatre Arts Program. Thank you to our collaborators at the 

Belfry Theatre and Factory Theatre for having us! Love and thanks to 

my humans back home. 

ACTING COMPANY



Imagination and expertise. 
Picture framing to exceed your expectations. 

OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE
250.592.7115 • www.prestigepictureframing.ca

tel: 250.952.4211
carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

www.carolejamesmla.ca

Hon. Carole James, MLA
Victoria–Beacon Hill
Community Office
1084 Fort Street

Congratulations to the Belfry Theatre 
for staging Bears and for respecting  
our shared heritage and environment.



Skye Demas   Chorus

Skye is of Cree, Ojibway and Dakota Sioux descent. Graduating from 

Victoria School of the Arts, she is a dancer, actor, performer and 

choreographer. She has performed in productions with Punctuate! 

Theatre, Alberta Aboriginal Performing Arts, SOAR Aboriginal Arts 

Program and Victoria School. Her dance competitions/performances 

have brought her to Edmonton, Vancouver, Phoenix, and Playa Del 

Carmen, Mexico. In 2018, Skye took part in Punctuate! Theatre & Alberta 

Aboriginal Performing Arts’ Canadian Tour, playing the lead role in 

Minosis Gathers Hope, in addition to being a chorus dancer for Bears. 

Lara Ebata   Chorus and Dance Captain

Lara is a seasoned interdisciplinary performer, with a career spanning 

over 20 years. A graduate of the York University Dance program, Lara’s 

interests lie in fusing circus with dance, resulting in theatrical pieces that 

transcend traditional circus. She has extensive training in ballet, modern, 

and aerial dance. Lara is a principle cast member of Circus Orange, 

Femmes du Feu, and Femmes Fatales: Women of Colour Burlesque, and 

has made appearances with Anandam Dancetheatre, Company Blonde, 

Lookup Theatre and Punctuate! Theatre.

Zoë Glassman   Chorus

Zoë is an Albertan actor, dancer, and theatre creator. She trained at the 

Edmonton School of Ballet before completing her BFA in acting at the 

University of Alberta. Select performance credits include Stupid F@#king 

Bird (Edmonton Actors Theatre), To Be Moved, Subway Circus (Blarney 

Productions), Little Red (Major Matt Mason & Ghost River Theatre), 

Premium Content and Control (Major Matt Mason) and Tribes (Studio 

Theatre). Zoë is also an artistic producer with the Major Matt Mason 

Collective in Calgary and will be producing and performing in a touring 

production of Premium Content next season.

Kendra Shorter   Chorus

Kendra is a Métis emerging artist based in Edmonton, Alberta. She is a 

performer, creator, and teacher. Kendra has trained in Edmonton, Calgary, 

Toronto, and New York. She has just finished a semester on scholarship 

with the Good Women Dance Collective (Edmonton). She attended the 

Dance Italia/Gaga Summer Workshop in Lucca, Italy for two consecutive 

years. Kendra has had the opportunity to perform in works by Sharon 

B. Moore, Jojo Lucila, Julia Sasso, and Darryl Tracy. Select credits include: 

Lobbyists (Azimuth Theatre), Lay-by (Nextfest), and Dreamspeakers Film 

Festival Youth Day as video choreographer (Dreamspeakers).

ACTING COMPANY



Gianna Vacirca    

Chorus  / She Grizzly /  Vocal Coach

Gianna is an Alberta actor, dancer, and 

choreographer. She has performed at 

Citadel Theatre, Freewill Shakespeare 

Festival, Thou Art Here Theatre, The Maggie 

Tree, L’uni Theatre, Madfandango Theatre 

Collective, Punctuate! Theatre, Alberta 

Aboriginal Performing Arts, Brian Webb 

Dance Company, Theatre Yes, Northern Light 

Theatre, Downstage Theatre, The Cultch, 

and The Theatre Centre. Thank you to 

these dancing women for their mentorship 

– Amber Borotsik, Lin Snelling, Teresa 

Krohman, and Debbie Onufreychuk. Up 

next, Gianna will be returning to the Freewill 

Shakespeare Festival in Two Gentlemen of 

Verona and A Winter’s Tale, and beginning 

development of her first full length dance 

theatre creation Nefarious Fuzz.

ACTING COMPANY

Punctuate! Theatre  

engages under the terms of the 

Independent Theatre Agreement, 

professional Artists who are 

members of Canadian Actors’  

Equity Association.

Punctuate! Theatre  

acknowledges additional support 

from Doreen Cardinal, Sheiny 

Satanove, Krista Lin, Iris Turcott,  

Alexis McKeown, Lianna Makuch, 

and our Board of Directors.



Monica Dottor   Choreographer / Costume Design

Monica is a nine time Dora Mavor Moore Award nominated director(1X), 

actor(3X), choreographer(4X), and costume designer(1X). Credits: 

Nickelodeon’s STAR FALLS, Big Love, The Penelopiad (U of Windsor), 

Bears* (Punctuate! Theatre/Alberta Aboriginal Arts), The 94 Club (Crave 

Productions), The History of Drinking in Cavan, Hero of Hunter Street, Bad 

Luck Bank Robbers, Who Killed Snow White (4th Line), MALARIA LULLABY 

(Company Blonde), TWEET TWEET, The Other, Rose, Sisters, Iphegenia, 

Glenn, A Tender Thing, Eurydice, Marat/Sade* (Soulpepper), HER2, The 

Penelopiad* (Nightwood). Upcoming: A Blow in The Face (Nightwood).

*nominated for a Dora Mavor Moore Award

Erin Voaklander   Stage Manager

Erin has worked previously at the Belfry on Puttin’ on the Ritz, A 

Christmas Carol, and The Bomb-itty of Errors. Last year, she stage 

managed the national tour of Bears and Minosis Gathers Hope. Erin 

works in development for Fringe Theatre (Edmonton) and has 

worked with the Citadel Theatre, Pyretic Productions, Small Matters 

Productions, Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Shadow Theatre, and the Arts 

Club (Vancouver). She is a graduate of the University of Alberta. Special 

acknowledgment to Nana and Pa: Donald and Marjorie Mulcahy, lifelong 

residents of Victoria and lovers of the stage. “For small creatures such as 

we the vastness is bearable only through love.”  – Carl Sagan

Noor Dean Musani   Electronic Composition

Noor is an award-winning composer, songwriter, producer, sound 

designer, DJ, curator, and educator. Since 1998 he has been known as 

much for his lively performances under his stage name Phatcat, as for 

his tireless work in Canada’s electronic music community. Founding the 

Future Roots collective (2005), he has been instrumental in enriching 

Canada’s arts landscape, hosting hundreds of risk-taking artists and 

releasing ground-breaking music through his label. Honoured with a 

Sterling Award (2015) and nominated for a Dora award (2017) for his 

original score to Bears he’s consistently expanding his musical scope 

into more experimental work.

T. Erin Gruber   Environmental Designer

T. Erin is an award-winning set, lighting, costume and projected media 

designer. She is a BFA graduate of the University of Alberta and works 

professionally across Canada. In June 2019 her work will be featured 

at the Prague Quadrennial International Design Exhibition. In addition 

to Bears she has one other currently touring project: Café Daughter 

(Production Design, Workshop West Playwright’s Theatre). Award-

winning projects: Métis Mutt (One Little Indian Productions, Sterling 

Award for Outstanding Production), The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

the Night Time (Citadel Theatre and RMTC, Sterling Award for Lighting 

Design). eringruber.com, showstages.com

CREATIVE TEAM



Patrick Lundeen   Associate Director

Patrick is thrilled to have been a part of this wonderful project. As 

a director Patrick has worked on four Pyretic Productions, including 

The Particulars, Bears (2015), The Other, and Blood of Our Soil. He is 

a graduate of the National Theatre School of Canada and the Citadel 

Banff Professional Theatre Program. He is co-founder and past Executive 

Director of Common Ground, the organization behind Edmonton’s 

annual Found Festival. In 2014, he received the Enbridge Emerging Artist 

Award through Nextfest Arts Company. For four seasons Patrick worked 

as an Associate Director of Outreach and Education at the Citadel 

Theatre and served as Assistant Artistic Director with Catalyst Theatre in 

the 2014/15 season. Patrick is a teacher, acting coach and an Elizabeth 

Sterling Haynes Award-nominated actor.

Madi Blondal   Environmental Design Assistant

Madi is a student at the University of Alberta, in the BFA Theatre design 

program. She is so excited to be a part of this production. She has 

designed set and costumes in her classes for Boiler Room Suite and Jean 

Anouilh’s Antigone. She has also designed costumes for Twelfth Night 

with William Aberhart High School.

Brianna Kolybaba   Costume Designer

Brianna is a third year student in the University of Alberta’s BFA 

Theatre Design Program, specializing in the design of set, costume 

and lighting. In addition to theatre design, she frequently works in 

production creation, scenic painting, costume construction and prop 

creation. Most recent design credits include costume design for Bone 

Wars (Punctuate! Theatre, 2017 Sterling for Best TYA Show), production 

design for Everyone We Know Will Be There (Tiny Bear Jaws Theatre), and 

production design for Garnish (Nextfest).

Trent Crosby   Production Manager / Technical Director

Trent is an Edmonton based artist and arts enabler with a specialty 

in activating non-traditional performance spaces. A graduate of 

Grant MacEwan’s Theatre Production program and the Banff Centre 

for the Arts, Trent has spent the last 10 years as a Lighting Designer, 

Production Manager, Entertainment Programmer, Site Manager, and 

Theatre Technician. As Punctuate’s resident Production Manager / 

Technical Director, Trent has worked on Bone Wars, Bears, and Minosis 

Gathers Hope.

CREATIVE TEAM



OUTSTAGES A 
DECIDEDLY QUEER 
THEATRE FESTIVAL 

1–
9 

20
19

FEBRUARY

IVAN COYOTE & SARAH 
MACDOUGALL LUCY 
MCCORMICK RIOT GRRRLS 
BURLESQUE WAAWAATE 
FOBISTER MADONNANERA 
HEIST STACHES & LASHES 

TIX + INFO  
TICKETROCKET.CO + INTREPIDTHEATRE.COM

BLOWING YOUR MIND SINCE 1986.

Becca Jorgensen   Apprentice Stage Manager

Becca is a Victoria born and raised stage 

manager and avid runner. She is a graduate 

of the University of Victoria, holding a BFA in 

Theatre Production and Management. For the 

Belfry: Griffin & Sabine, Bed & Breakfast, The 

Children’s Republic, A Christmas Carol, Belfry 

101: Live. Other favourites elsewhere: The Piano 

Teacher (Arts Club Theatre), La Bohème (Pacific 

Opera Victoria), Kim’s Convenience, 2 Pianos, 4 

Hands (Chemainus Theatre Festival), The Drawer 

Boy, Sweeney Todd (Blue Bridge Repertory), 

Threepenny Opera, Lion in the Streets, Picnic 

(University of Victoria), Rocky Horror: Live 

(Atomic Vaudeville), Runaway (Theatre SKAM), 

The Princess Rescue Force, The Wyrd Sisters 

(Victoria Fringe Festival).

Christine Sokaymoh Frederick    

Artistic Producer

Christine is Artistic Director of Alberta 

Aboriginal Performing Arts, producer of 

the annual Rubaboo Arts Festival, and 

Executive Director of the Dreamspeakers 

Film Festival. She is the first Indigenous 

Associate Artist of the Citadel Theatre and 

former appointee to Vice Chair of the Alberta 

Foundation for the Arts. She is an urban 

Aboriginal Cree-Métis and has thirty years 

of artistic experience in multiple disciplines. 

Christine received the 2016 Mayor’s award for 

Excellence in Artistic Leadership.



Thank you! The following individuals and groups have 
contributed to our 2017– 2018 Capital upgrades.

Pinnacle
($50,000+)
BMO Financial Group
Roger J. Bishop ★
Nikki & Bruce MacKenzie
M. Grace Mersereau ★
Alan Geoffrey White ★

Cornerstone 
($25,000 – $49,999)
Dr. Perry & Annamaria Bamji
Joan Peggs
Patrick Stewart

Architect 
($10,000 – $24,999)
Andrew Sheret Ltd.
Terry and Leslie Farmer
Good Foundation Inc.
Rob & Shirley Hunter
Robert & Devi Jawl  
  Foundation
Barbara & Philip Potash 
   Foundation
Judith & Al Title
Wawanesa Mutual  
  Insurance Company

Designer 
($5,000 – $9,999)
Ian & Gloria Back
Susan & Gary Braley
Peter & Joanne Brown    
  Foundation
Stephen & Michelle Brown
Norinne & John Coombs
Commodore & Janice Drent
Paul & Sheila Elworthy
David Harris Flaherty
Gabriel Ross Furniture
James & Susan Henwood
Bruce & Barbara Housser
Fiona Hunter
Vicky Husband
Mohan & Kathy Jawl
Keay Architecture 
Keay Cecco Architecture Ltd

Helen Lansdowne
Anne McLaughlin Fund †
Elaine Montgomery &  
  Robert Maitland
PARC Retirement Living
Andy Stephenson
Dr. Stephen Tax
Robert Thomson
Anonymous (1)

Builder 
($2,500 – $4,999)
The Barraclough Foundation
Bespoke Design Ltd.
Deborah Bojman
Canpro Construction
Dr. Oscar & Malca Casiro
Eric & Shirley Charman
Farrow and Ball
Jane Francis
Garside Signs & Displays
Barbara Greeniaus &  
  Bill Israel
Ivan Habel
Hansenbuilt Construction  
  & Design
Hillside Printing
Horne Coupar, Lawyers, LLP
Sydney & Robert Kalef
Patti-Anne & Martin Kay
Robert Milne
Rasool Rayani
Bob & Joan Snowden
Ross & Jane Woodland

Foundation 
($1,000 – $2,499)
Butler Brothers Supplies Ltd.
Susan Findlay
Debbie Gill &  
  Stephen Cushing
Karen Jensen
Lillian McKimm
Claude & Joan Mury
Diane Scott &  
  Shelley Deglan

Tom Sellgren
John & Suzanne Stewart
Judy Stewart
J. Richard Swenson
Winchester Galleries

Supporter 
($500 – $999)
Belfry Volunteer Team
Donna Christie & Richard  
  Shapka 
Barbara & Les Copley
Sang Ly
Laurence & Anne Mackett
Peter & Helen Malcolm
Elinor Mix
Edwin & Carmen Pitcher
Penny & Mel Rinald
Margaret Smith
Susan Stevenson
Tom Ward & Marlie Manning
Lesley Watson & Evert  
  Lindquist
Anonymous (1)

Cobblestone 
($100 – $499)
Marianne Alto
Gordon George Barefoot
K. Blakely
Al Bone & Ginny Crawford
Leonard Bonavero
Harry & Beryl Borris
Anita Boyd & Dwain  
  Johnson
Barbara Bulman-Fleming
Henry & Miriam Caplan
Ross Crockford &  
  Jennifer Wise
Trudy David
Mavis De Girolamo
Gunnild Fischer
Geoff & Linda Giles
Anne Holtzman & Gordon 
  Philippe
Valerie Houle
Bill & Joan Huzar

The maintenance and improvements needed to ensure that your Belfry Theatre 
continues to be one of the most cherished and admired theatres in the country 
continue. Last summer we replaced our heating and ventilation system for the 
Patrick Stewart Theatre, and in the fall we made an upgrade to our hearing assist 
system. We will soon embark on upgrades to our Studio Theatre. Future needs and 
dreams include replacement to the stage lighting systems to bring us up to date 
(and greatly reduce our energy requirements), as well as new sound equipment in 
support of our productions. 



This project is funded in part  
by the Government of Canada.

Audrey Johnson
Nancy Kenyon
Lois Lacheur & Derek Whittle
Deborah LeFrank
Ann Maffey
Robert & Lynda Malpass
Phillip Marsh & Cindy Petrowski
Sandy Mayzell
Lois McNabb
Jon & Gail Muzio
Bill & Coline Neilson
Alfred Panter
Terry & Mitzi Prentice
Julia R 
Dave & Irma Rodenhuis
Shirley A. Ross
Peter Seward
Henry & Marian Summerfield
Kenneth Wm. Thornicroft
Stephen & Jeanette Titus
Karen Toms & Dave Wright
Tootsie – “In Honour of Allyson Belyea’s 
Retirement”
Blaire Walker
Glenn & Louise White
David & Carolyn Whitfield

Barbara L. Wilson
David Wright
Anonymous (13)

OUR THANKS to the 29 individuals who donated 
amounts up to $100 and to the  
79 individuals who have contributed to  
the Name a Seat campaign.

As of January 8, 2019
★ Gifts from estate
 †   Through the Victoria Foundation

IN ADDITION to those who give generously 
to support our annual operations, we thank 
those who also contribute to our ongoing 
capital needs.  

TWO CAMPAIGNS: 
One to support the work onstage.

One to maintain this gem of a building.

Your donations are gratefully appreciated!

If you are interested in the many 
opportunities to contribute to the  
long-term vibrancy of this wonderful 
facility, please contact  
Susan Stevenson at 250-385-6835  
ext 229 or development@belfry.bc.ca

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada is Independently Owned and Operated.

752 Douglas Street 250.532.0888 | andystephenson.com

ANDY STEPHENSON  

Securities Inc.
778.430.5808

Best wishes to the entire
Belfry Theatre community.

Proud to support
live theatre in Victoria.

Carolann Steinhoff • Investment Advisor 

Please join me in donating to the Belfry  
Capital Campaign during the run of 

Bears
Love the new lobby!  
Esprit de corps!





AU D I E N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N 

Smartphones, Cameras and  
Recording Devices
The use of cameras, smartphones or audio/
visual recording equipment is strictly 
prohibited. Please turn off all personal 
electronic devices prior to the performance.  
If you need to be contacted in an emergency, 
please leave your name and seat number with 
our House Manager.

Latecomers and Re-admission
The Director of each production designates 
moments in the show when the seating of 
latecomers will cause the least distraction for 
actors and audience members. Should you 
leave the theatre, our House Manager will 
not be able to reseat you until one of these 
breaks, but you can watch the performance 
on the monitor in our lobby.

Perfume and Cologne
Please refrain from using perfume and 
cologne when you come to the theatre. Some 
of our patrons are highly allergic to scents. 

Drinks
To cut down on plastic we have moved to 
glassware in the lobby. If you still wish to take 
your drink into the theatre please transfer it to 
a disposable cup, available at the bar.

Food
Please feel free to take only food you’ve 
purchased from the Belfry bar into the 
theatre. Our goodies are packaged so that 
they don’t make a lot of noise, to minimize 
disturbing your fellow audience members.

Lost and Found
Please check with our House Manager if you 
have lost an item in the theatre. 

Script Library
Read the play before or after you see it. We 
have scripts of the season’s plays available 
at the Box Office, plus a bookcase filled with 
Canadian plays, all for reading in the Lobby.

Lobby Touchscreen
The TV monitor in our new lobby is a 
touchscreen device. By touching the screen 
you can delve deeper into each production, 
learn about the artists who created the show, 
and much more. Give it a try.

P R E - P E R F O R M A N C E

B4Play
Live talk shows hosted by CBC Radio’s 
Gregor Craigie and featuring artists from the 
upcoming show, along with experts from the 
community, have been designed to provide 

insight into each Mainstage production. Each 
event, held the Saturday prior to Opening, 
is free to attend and is also livestreamed on 
Facebook, and available as a podcast on our 
website.

Podcasts
Listen and download the full interviews from 
each B4Play, recent stories from The Flame, 
our storytelling series, and more at 
belfry.bc.ca/podcasts.

Upstage Magazine
Our magazine provides insight into each 
Mainstage production, further enriching your 
experience. Upstage is available in the Lobby 
and on our website. Drop us a line at  
hello@belfry.bc.ca for an advance copy.

F O L LO W I N G  T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E

Afterplay
Following every evening Mainstage 
performance (except Opening Night and 
Talkback Thursday) we offer facilitated 
discussions – audience member to audience 
member. Stick around – these are a great 
opportunity to discuss the play and the ideas 
it contains.

Talkback Thursday
Meet the actors post-performance when they 
return to the stage to answer questions and 
provide insight into the play.

ACC E S S I B L E  P E R F O R M A N C E S

VocalEye
For patrons with low or no vision, we offer 
one VocalEye performance during each 
Mainstage production. Trained Audio 
Describers provide descriptions of the visual 
elements of the show, allowing people with 
low vision to enjoy the theatrical experience 
without missing any of the details.

Hearing Assist
For patrons who are hard of hearing, the 
theatre is equipped with an infra-red hearing 
assist system. We have 6 devices available 
through the Box Office.

Babes in Arms and Free Childcare 
Performances
The Belfry is proud to produce adult 
contemporary theatre. Most of our 
productions are not suitable for young 
children. Sorry, we do not admit babes in 
arms. To help young parents experience the 
Belfry, we offer inexpensive tickets and free 
childcare on select afternoons. To book your 
tickets and a spot for your kids (between 
3 – 10 years old), please call our Box Office at 
250-385-6815.



At Berwick Retirement  
Communities, you will enjoy 
an unparalleled standard of 
living at a superior value.

Find out more about  
The Berwick Way™.

BerwickRetirement.com

Berwick Royal Oak: 4680 ELK LAKE DR., VICTORIA    |  250.386.4680
Berwick House: 4062 SHELBOURNE ST., VICTORIA   |  250.721.4062

Supporting Victoria’s theatre companies, kids  
sports teams and local charities since 2006.

If you’re having trouble with your hearing,  
call one of our audiologists to book an appointment.

broadmeadhearing.com

250.479.2969
4430 Chatterton Way
In the Broadmead
Office Park

250.479.2921
1932 Oak Bay Avenue
Near Oak Bay & Foul Bay

Your Local 
Hearing Clinic



B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S

President  Richard Brownsey

Vice President  Dr. Sheila Elworthy

Secretary  Ross Woodland

Treasurer  Robert Thomson, CA

Past President  Helen Lansdowne

Directors Gloria Back

 Paulina Grainger

 Dr. Joan McArthur-Blair

 Kini McDonald

 Joan Peggs

 Andy Stephenson  

 Alison Watt

H O N O R A RY  B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S

Chair Emeritus  Patrick Stewart

 Sherri Bird

 Barbara Greeniaus

 Robert Johnston Q.C.

 John Keay

 Joan Snowden 

 Dr. Brian Winsby 

 Michael Ziegler 

Special Thanks

Croy & Co. Stage Lighting Ltd.

Maple Leaf School of Russian Ballet

Belfry Theatre

1291 Gladstone Avenue 
Victoria, British Columbia  V8T 1G5

250-385-6815 Box Office

250-385-6835 Administration

250-385-6336 Facsimile

www.belfry.bc.ca

Charitable donation number 11921 5549 RR0001

Programme Advertising  
Design and Production

Victoria Arts Marketing 
P.O. Box 8629, Victoria, BC  V8W 3S2

250.418.3250

Email: vicarts@vicarts.com   www.vicarts.com

Publishers: Philomena Hanson, Paul Hanson

Design and production: Rhonda Ganz

Belfry Theatre Staff
Development Coordinator  Kate Barry

Front of House Manager  Jane Broomfield

Indigenous Cultural Advisor  Kristy Charlie

Box Office Clerk  Evan Coates

Director of Production Alex Currie 
  and Operations

Marketing &  Mark Dusseault 
  Communications Director

Audience Services Manager  Ian Gibson

Executive Director  Ivan Habel

Facilities Supervisor  Keith Houghton 
  & Head Technician

Company Manager  Valerie Houle

Engagement &  Danielle Janess 
  Education Manager

Scenic Artist  Carole Klemm

Graphic Designer  Jeff Kulak

Box Office Clerk  Rebecca Marchand

Belfry 101 Co-Facilitator  Dave Morris

Financial Officer Patricia O’Brien

Box Office Clerk  Morganne Orchard

Head of Props  Peter Pokorny 

Master Carpenter  Dale Pudwell

Associate Artist  Anita Rochon

Front of House Supervisor  Rahat Saini

Artistic Director  Michael Shamata

Scenic Painter & Custodian  Lara Shepard

Technical Director  Gregory Smith

Venue Technician  Lukas Smith

Director of Development  Susan Stevenson

Head of Wardrobe  Joanne LeSage

Front of House Supervisor  Ann-Bernice Thomas

Associate Artist  Deborah Williams

Box Office Supervisor  Eryn Yaromy

Box Office Clerk  Allison Yauk

Box Office Clerk  Golnaz Zad

B E L F RY  S U P P O R T  S TA F F

B4Play Host  Gregor Craigie

B4Play Audio Technician  Ben Brysiuk

Photographers   David Cooper  
Emily Cooper 
Jo-Ann Richards 
Peter Pokorny 
Don Craig

Volunteer Script Librarian  Susan Frost

C R E W    

Hilary Britton-Foster

Daniel Oliemans

Alexander Sangster



Set against the brutal aftermath of the Trojan War, this 
powerful and timeless play is a cry through the ages: 
victims of war are not just a distant tragedy but real, 
living survivors.  Euripides shifts our focus away from the 
conquering heroes to tell the story from the perspective 
of the vanquished wives, mothers and daughters. How 
can hope prevail while they struggle with grief and 
uncertainty as the victors decide their fate?

UP NEXT:February 14 – 23, 2019

7 Stories
MARCH 14 - 23,  2019

By Morris Panych
Directed by Fran Gebhard

 Trojan Women
Directed       by Jan Wood

By Euripides 

A testament to the human spirit 
and our ability to endure.

250.721.8000 
phoenixtheatres.ca

At BMO®, we take pride in our local  
communities. Through various sponsorships,  
we are committed to helping.

BMO is proud to support the Belfry Theatre.

Helping to  
build stronger 
communities.

™/® Trademarks of Bank of Montreal



Bravo!
2018 –19 Season  
Annual Fund

The following individuals have  
invested generously in support  
of Belfry Theatre artistic and 
educational programs.

Director’s Circle:  
Godsend ($10,000+)
Patrick Stewart
Anonymous (1)

Director’s Circle: 
Production Supporter 
($5,000 – $9,999)
Elaine Montgomery &  
  Robert Maitland
Dr. Stephen Tax
Nancy & Peter Vivian †
Anonymous (1)

Director’s Circle:  
Artist Supporter  
($2,500 – $4,999)
Lee Adler
Ian & Gloria Back Fund †
Stephen & Michelle Brown
Katherine Farris & Kit Pearson
Fiona Hunter
Rob & Shirley Hunter
Mohan & Kathy Jawl
Anne McLaughlin
Claude & Joan Mury
Barbara & Kim Potash
John & Suzanne Stewart *
Anonymous (1)

Director’s Circle: Member 
($1,200 – $2,499)
Dr. Perry & Annamaria Bamji
Sherri Bird & Bill Bird
Dr. Dennis Bobyn &  
  Mrs. Laurence Toffoletto **
Susan & Gary Braley
Richard Brownsey &  
  Glynis Leyshon
Dr. Oscar & Malca Casiro
Donna Christie &  
  Richard Shapka
Norinne & John Coombs
Commodore & Janice Drent
Sheila & Paul Elworthy
Lorraine Fallis **
Terry & Leslie Farmer

Susan Findlay
David Harris Flaherty
Georgia Gibbs
Barbara Greeniaus & Bill Israel
Ivan Habel
Philomena Hanson
Joe & Linda Harvey *
Bruce & Barbara Housser
Robert & Suzanne Johnston
Patti-Anne & Martin Kay
Helen Lansdowne
Alan Marcus
Joan McArthur-Blair &  
  Jeanie Cockell
Kini McDonald
Robert Milne
Michael Morres
Bill & Maureen Murphy-Dyson
Robert & Ann Myers *
Patricia O’Brien &  
  Michael Gaudet
Ronald & Judith Parish
Joan Peggs
Cindy Petrowski & Phil Marsh *
Brad & Shelagh Rinald
Michael Shamata
Lee & Karl Soberlak Foundation
Frank & Moira Somers
Andy Stephenson
Susan Stevenson &  
  Bruce McGuigan
Judy Stewart
Robert Thomson *
Judith & Al Title
Lesley Watson & Evert Lindquist
Ross & Jane Woodland
Michael & Vicki Ziegler
Anonymous (1)

Disciple ($750 – $1,199)
Honorable & Mrs. David  
  & Sandra Anderson
Eric & Shirley Charman
Stephen Cushing & Debbie Gill
Eric & Nora
Beate & Kirk Northcott
Gregg & Jennifer Perry
Mary-Ellen Purkis
Gordon & Grace Rogers
Alec Scoones

Adherent ($500 – $749)
Tom & Nancy Bailey
Adrienne Betty
Lorie Bradley
Nancy Buan *
Jerri Carson
Chris & Mary Chapman
Adelle Clements
Darlene Elaine Clover *
Donna Dupas
Jane Francis & Dave Skilling

Eric & Michele Fretz
Ann Geddes
Denny Gelinas & Anne Clinckett
Bob & Sara Harman
Bill & Joan Huzar
Audrey Johnson
Ray Jones & Diana Dampsy *
Andrew Karwowski  
  & Sylvie Cote
John & Anne Keay
John Krich
Helen Lindholm
Jan McAmmond
Jeff McEown & Helen Smith *
Celso E. Mendoza
Mort Nelson & Marty Laurence
Gwen & Wayne Phillips
Edwin & Carmen Pitcher
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald &  
  Juliana Polstein
Pauline Price
Adrienne Radford
C. Stephen & Mary Smith *
Margaret Smith
Ken & Wendy Strong
Sally Wait
Tom Ward & Marlie Manning
Patricia M. Young
Anonymous (2)

Champion ($300 – $499)
David Alexander &  
  Paul McKinnon
Harry & Beryl Borris
Peter & Lorna Bray
Sherry & John Butler *
Ron Cox & Bev Suzuki
Ross Crockford & Jennifer Wise
Pat Davey
Trudy David
Lawrence Eastick
Carol Fedrau-Ens
William & Dorothy Hamilton
Chris & Catriona Harker
Peter Kruselnicki
Lois Lacheur & Derek Whittle *
Helen & Oliver Lantz
Allana Lindgren & Ted L.  
  McDorman
Peter & Helen Malcolm
Robert & Lynda Malpass
Mary McAvoy
Elinor Mix
Jon & Gail Muzio
Bill & Coline Neilson
Carol Nelson
Michael William Pidgeon
Carol & Emily Prowse
Jaci Ross
Susan & Peter Salomonsson
Barbara J. Scott
Dr. Janet & Don Storch
Donovan & Maryla Waters



Alison Watt &  
  Malcolm McLeod
Barbara L. Wilson
Anonymous (3)

Advocate ($150 – $299)
Marianne Alto
Sandra Anderson
Douglas Baer
Steve Barber & Ruth Bushell
Barbara & John Barton
Gene & Josie Bernhard *
Karen Blakely
Christine & Michael 
Bloomfield
Darralyn Bonnor
Pat Bourke & Barry Gros
Elizabeth Bridger
Debra Brown & John Harper
Monty & Nancy Bryant
Larry & Jackie Cade
Colin & Linda Campbell
Miriam & Henry Caplan
Hon. Ida Chong, FCPA, FCGA
Jane Clinckett
Chris & Susan Considine
Barbara & Les Copley
George & Diane Copley
Alex & Samantha Currie *
Mavis De Girolamo  
  & Bill Corbin
Ruby Della-Siega
Oksana Dexter
Gail Duguid
Ross & Faye Eddy
Rita Estock
Bob & Sylvia Fair
Gerry & Fran Flint
Lorna Stirling &  
  Edward Fong **
Malcolm Foy
Adria Fraser
Bette Gallander **
Peter Gibson
Geoff & Linda Giles
Leslie Glazier
Daphne Elizabeth Goode
Carol Goodger-Hill
Catherine Maie Hall
Glen Hammond &  
  Catherine Scott
Alan & Dianne Hanna
Rand & Margaret Harrison *
Gerhard & Josephine  
  Herndler
Anne Holtzman &  
  Gordon Philippe
John & Elaine Hooper
Katrin Horowitz
Wayne & Jean Howe
Walt & Lynda Hundleby
Edward & Dana Jackson
Elizabeth Jawl 

Dr. Janelle Jenstad &  
  David Wrate *
Cheryl & Brian Johnston
Rex Johnson
Lydia & Don Kasianchuk
Rick & Carolyn Lloyd
Martha Macdonnell
Dan & Karen MacDougall
Ann Maffey *
Alina Maris
Margaret Martin
David McDowell
Frank McGilly
Terence & Ann McMullen
Lois McNabb
Joan McNeely
Fay Melling **
Peter & Lisa Miller
Catharine & Anthony Moses
Sara Neely 
Kelvin & Elisabeth Nelson
Margaret Parker
Julie & Bill Pearce
Susanne & Keith Phillips *
Colin & Catherine Plant
David & Susan C. Reid
Julia R. **
Ross Morgan Richardson
Shirley A. Ross
Peter Seward
Sandra T. Stott
Leonard & Valerie Stubel
Henry & Marian 
Summerfield
Kenneth Wm. Thornicroft
Giles Thorp
Stephen & Jeanette Titus
David & Dorothy Torontow
Jean & Matt Valikoski
Leah Verdone
Erin Voaklander
Robert & Betty Wallace
Sharon Walls & Warren 
Magnusson
Lorita Whitehead
Jane Elizabeth Whiteley
Carolyn Whitfield
The Winds
Monika & George Winn
Vivian & Jeff Young
Marie Zirk
Anonymous (20)

Our thanks to the 84 
Believers ($75 – $149) 
and 129 Friends  
(up to $74)
As of January 4, 2019
** New Donor
*   Donor moved up a 

category
†   Through the Victoria 

Foundation

Belfry Legacy 
Society Members:
Dr. Perry & Annamaria Bamji

Richard Brownsey & Glynis Leyshon

Barbara Greeniaus & Bill Israel

Bruce & Barbara Housser

John & Anne Keay

Joan Peggs

Cindy Petrowski & Phil Marsh

Ross Richardson

Judy Stewart

Plus a further 7  
anonymous members

We invite you to join the wonderful 
people in the Belfry Legacy Society  
by making a planned gift to your 
favourite theatre. Gift planning is 
an inspired, meaningful and deeply 
personal way to secure the future 
of the Belfry Theatre. The support 
of visionary philanthropy ensures 
that the Belfry will continue to 
flourish as Greater Victoria’s premier 
contemporary theatre company.

Consult your professional advisors 
about the many forms through 
which you can achieve tax 
advantages of charitable donations 
and bequests. Please inform us if 
you have included the Belfry in your 
estate plans, as we would love to 
acknowledge your support during 
and/or after your lifetime according 
to your wishes, as well as to invite 
you to special events. For more 
information on planning your gift to 
the Belfry Theatre, please contact:  

Susan Stevenson,  
Director of Development,  
250-385-6835 ext. 229 or 
development@belfry.bc.ca

Legacy Gifts
The Belfry acknowledges the 
generous recent and past gifts  
from the estates of:
Roger J. Bishop
Shirley Mae Dawson
Marguerite Kathleen Friesen
David Neil Lee
M. Grace Mersereau
Margaret Seens
Alan Geoffrey White
Anonymous



Donations In Memoriam Sponsor

Donations In Memoriam
In Memory of Eric Adler

In Memory of Violet Armstrong (2)

In Memory of Agnes and Arnold Davies

In Memory of Michael Fallis

In Memory of Len Graves

In Memory of Marie Greeniaus

In Memory of Jean Elizabeth Kõdar

In Memory of Bruce MacKenzie from the 
Canadian College of the Performing Arts

In Memory of Dr. Bruce MacKenzie from the 
staff at Garth MacKenzie’s Dental Office

In Memory of Jacqueline Price 

In Memory of Margaret Shamata

Proud to  
support the 
Performing 
Arts.
We’re working together with 
the Belfry Theatre to help 
create a future we can all  
look forward to.

td.com/thereadycommitment

M05236 (0818)





Thursday February 14 from 6:30 to 9 pm

This Valentine’s Day we’re 
hosting an exclusive Belfry 
Theatre shopping night at 
Fluevog Shoes. Featuring 
wine tastings, door prizes 
and some nibblies too. 
Fifty percent of every sale 
will be donated to the Belfry.
This event is generously supported by:

Fluevog Shoes · 566 Johnson Street
RSVP to development@belfry.bc.ca

A good pair of shoes 
never let anyone down.

Up Next
March 8 – 24, 2019

10TH  
ANNIVERSARY

belfry.bc.ca/2019-spark-festival 
Tickets 250-385-6815

F E A T U R I N G

M A M A’ S  B OY

G O O D 
M O R N I N G , 
V I E T  M O M

S O U N D  O F  
T H E  B E A S T

O L D  S TO C K :  
A  R E F U G E E  
LOV E  S TO RY

P A T H E T I C 
F A L L A C Y

B E L F RY  1 0 1 
L I V E
+  D O Z E N S  O F  
F R E E  E V E N T S



Hospitality Sponsors
Everything Wine
Phillips Brewing and Malting Co.
Sea Cider
Truffles Catering

Host Hotels and Accommodation
Chateau Victoria Hotels & Suites
Garden Oaks Fine Accommodation
Villa Marco Polo Inn

Indigenous Learning Exchange Program 
Vel and Don Ferns Fund†

Anne McLaughlin Fund†

Patricia Margaret Shanahan Fund†

Victoria Foundation
Vital Victoria Fund †

Media Sponsors
Boulevard Magazine
FOCUS Magazine
Ocean 98.5
Times Colonist

Donations in Memoriam Sponsor
McCall Gardens Funeral & Cremation Service

SPARK 2019 Festival
Government of Canada
Caffe Fantastico
CVTV

Upstage Magazine
Fastrac Printing

Foundations
APM Fund for the Arts†

Barnes Family Foundation†

The Barraclough Foundation
Belfry Theatre Society Endowment Fund†

Benevity Community Impact Fund
Cederberg Family Fund†

Charitable Gift Funds Canada Foundation†

The Mclean Foundation
Elizabeth McPherson Fund for the Arts†

Provincial Employees Community Services Fund
The Stewart Fund  
  through the Vancouver Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
Victoria Foundation 

Gold Business Circle Members
DPL Liatowitsch Real Estate Team
Horne Coupar Barristers and Solicitors
Simply Computing
Carolann Steinhoff, Queensbury Securities Inc.
Moxie’s Bar and Grill

Silver Business Circle Members
Field & Company LLP Chartered Accountants
Garside Signs & Displays
Monk Office
Victoria Arts Marketing

† through the Victoria Foundation

Bravo!
The Belfry Theatre gratefully acknowledges the 

financial support of The Canada Council for the 

Arts, the Government of Canada, the Province of 

British Columbia through the British Columbia Arts 

Council and the Gaming Policy and Enforcement 

Branch, the Capital Regional District Arts 

Development Office and the City of Victoria.

Season Sponsors
Helijet
Times Colonist

Show Sponsors
BMO Financial Group
Broadmead & Oak Bay Hearing Clinics
Graham Isenegger & Neil Chappell 
  of CIBC Wood Gundy – Blue Heron Group
PARC Retirement Living
TD Bank Group

Belfry 101
Fernwood Pizza Co.
The Hamber Foundation
The Joint Pizzeria

Crush
Boulevard Magazine
Delta Ocean Pointe Resort
EAT Magazine
Everything Wine
Ocean 98.5
Odlum Brown Limited

Emerging Artist Enhancement Program
RBC Emerging Artists Project

Facility and Operations
CD Specialty Cleaning & Restoration
Costa Verde Landscaping
Dowell’s Moving & Storage
The Finishing Store
Gabriel Ross Furniture
Hillside Printing
KPMG
Showcase Awards
The Super Plumber Ltd.

Floral
Jennifer Roberts Florist 



SETTING THE STAGE FOR 
A SPECTACULAR TRIP
VICTORIA–VANCOUVER–NANAIMO

Book online at helijet.com or call 1.800.665.4354

   Client: HELIJET /  Size: 4.625” x 3.875”  /  BW  /  Belfry Theatre

C I B C WO O D G U N DY 
BLUE HERON  

ADVISORY GROUP

WHAT’S KEEPING YOU  
UP AT NIGHT?
There are lots of reasons for a sleepless night. If retirement is one 
of them, talk to us. We believe your questions deserve thoughtful 
answers. Our Retirement Income Planning process can help you  
get comfortable with your big picture so you can thrive 
and sleep soundly while investing with your values.

www.blueherongroup.ca 
250-361-2284 
blueheronadvisorygroup@cibc.ca

CIBC Private Wealth Management consists of services provided by CIBC and certain of its subsidiaries, including 
CIBC Wood Gundy, a division of CIBC World Markets Inc.  “CIBC Private Wealth Management” is a registered 
trademark of CIBC, used under license. “Wood Gundy” is a registered trademark of CIBC World Markets Inc. CIBC 
Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and a Member of the Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund and Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. Graham Isenegger and Neil Chappell 
are Investment Advisors with CIBC Wood Gundy in Victoria, BC. The views of  Graham Isenegger and Neil Chappell 
do not necessarily reflect those of CIBC World Markets Inc. If you are currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client, please 
contact your Investment Advisor.



shape/colour/form 
January 16 - February 2, 2019 

winchestergalleriesltd.com
WINCHESTER GALLERIES

Brian Boulton, Untitled A, graphite, 28 ½"x21"


